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Eight  causes  of  fires  in  liomes  are  responsible  for  35  percent  of 
tlie  lire  losses  in  farn  dv/cllings.     They  are:    Defective  chimne^^-s  and  flues; 
sparliE  on  con"bust i"blc  roofs;  lightning;   ST)onto.neous  comlDustion;  careless  use  of 
ziatchcs  and  smoking;  careless  use  of  kerosene  and  gasoline;  defective  and  impro- 
perly installed  stoves  and  furnaces;  fa'olty  wiring  sjid  v/rong  use  of  electric 
appliances . 

C-oing  through  t  he  house  room  h;^  room,   some  of  the  points  to  note 

are : 

In  the  living  room:     Is  the  radio  antenna  groujided?    Metal  ash 
trays  for  smokers?    A  metal  waste-lDaskct ?    A  fireplace  screen? 

In  the  kitchen:     Is  tlie  coal  or  wood  range  set  a/Jsc^  from  the  wall, 
on  a  metal  mat  extending  a  foot  in  front  of  it?     Is  the  wall  "behind  it  and  the 
nearl)y  woodv/ork  protected  "by  metal?     Does  the  stovepipe  fit  snugly  into  the  chim- 
ney flue?    Does  it  pass  throu^jh  a  partition?     If  this  is  necessar;',^,   is  the  parti- 
tion protected  "by  a  douhle  metal  "tliimule"?    ""here  is  the  kerosene  or  gasoline 
stored  if  either  is  used  for  cooking?    Fiiere  are  the  matches  kept?    Where  are 
"burnt  matches  put? 

In  the  "bedrooms:     Chief  fire  dsjigers  are  from  cigarettes  and 
matches,  electric  heaters  and  curling  irons,  and  other  such  electric  appliances. 
If  kerosene  lamps  or  candlesticks  are  used,  they  should    have  wide  "bases  and 
guarded  flames. 
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.  -  2  -  (Tire  prevention  for  farm  homes. 

I  In  the  iDasencnt :     The  furnace  roozi  should  "oe  as  nearl,7  fireproof 

:,s  possrolc.     The  furnace  shcald  rest  on  a  concrete  or  orick  foundation  set  av/ay 
from  the  walls  and  at  least  13  inches  from  an;^'' .v/ood".7ork.     Ceiling  joists  sho^jtld 

^  'cc  protected  v.'ith  aslicstos  alcove  the  furnace.    Pipes  and  joints  sho-iild  "be  tight. 

I  The  chimney  should  start  the  season  clean  of  soot.    Hot  ashes  oelong  in  metal 
containers,     r.uohish  sho'jld  not  oe  allo'.ved  to  accamulate  in  a  "basement  'cut  should 
"be  disposed  of  regularly. 

In  closets,  attics,  and  storerooms:    Electric  cords  should  not  "be 
hung  over  nails  or  shai*p  edges  that  may  weaf  through  the  insulation.    An  open 
light,   such  as  a  candle  or      kerosene  lamp,   shoTild  never  he  carried  into  a  closet. 
Using  a  flashlight  is  a  "better  practice.     The  attic  gets  hot  in  summer  and  should 
"be  regularly  ventilated.     Material  lia'Dlc  to  spontaneous  comhustion  should  not  he 
stored  there  o.nd  forgotten.     Space  should  he  left  around  the  chimney.  Articles 
stored  too  near  nay  some  day  catch  fire  from  a  defective  chimney. 

Pajnily  hahits  likely  to  start  fires  should  he  a.nalyzed  and  corrected 
Tor  example,  using  kerosene  to  start  the  kitchen  fire;  leaving  an  electric  iron 
attached  to  the  source  of  current  when  called  to  the  telephone;  putting  oily  or_. 
paint-soaked  rags  carelessly  in  the  cellar  instead  of  in  closed  metal  containers. 
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